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Choose Optimism
Recently, I came across an interesting 
article about the power of optimism. 
In the article, the author discussed the 
power of positive thinking and cites 
what Albert Einstein referred to as “the 
most important question we can ask 
ourselves each morning.” The author also 
offered four ways we can start our days 
more positively. 

The story reminded me of Walt Disney, 
and how he, too, was known for embrac-
ing optimism in his personal actions 
and leadership style. Even today, when 
participants in the Disney Institute 
training courses are asked what words 
they would use to describe Walt Disney, 
“creative,” “innovative” and “optimistic” 
are always on the list. 

In fact, it was Walt Disney’s optimism 
that helped him overcome one of his 

first and potentially greatest business 
challenges. 

As the story goes, it was 1928 at Union 
Station in New York City. Walt Disney had 
just concluded business meetings there 
and was about to board a train for the 
three-day journey back home to Califor-
nia. Before departing, he sent a telegram 
to his older brother and business partner, 
Roy. It read: “Don’t worry, everything okay, 
will give details when I arrive.”

What the telegram did not say was that 
Walt had essentially just lost everything. 
He was in New York to negotiate a new 
contract for distribution of his cartoons 
featuring his hit character, Oswald the 
Lucky Rabbit. Upon arrival, Walt found 
that his distributor, who held the rights 
to Oswald, had hired away most of Dis-
ney’s animators to start a new studio and 

produce the cartoons without Walt. 

With no contract, no income, no product, 
and no animators —Walt sent the tele-
gram, boarded his train, and headed west 
with three days to figure out what and 
how to tell Roy. But rather than worry 
the entire time, Walt did the opposite. 
He took out his sketchbook and got right 
back to work, creating an entirely new 
character who not only had the slapstick 
humor that had made Oswald so fa-
mous; he had a heart, and a soul, and he 
was a mouse! 

Later that same year, Walt’s new charac-
ter, Mickey Mouse, starred in “Steamboat 
Willy,” the world’s first cartoon with fully 
synchronized sound. And, by the spring 
of 1929, Mickey had become the world’s 
foremost cartoon character.
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SMS Student Spotlight
This week’s student spotlight is Spencer 
Campbell.  Spencer is an outstanding 
7th grade student.  Most recently he was 
recognized in our Cougars of Distinc-
tion Ceremony for earning Distinguished 
ratings in all areas of the 2017 KPREP 
assessment.  He balances his studies 
with many other activities including 4-H 
where he shows sheep and participates 
in the country ham project as well as 
the teen council. Spencer has also de-
veloped an interest in the FFA where he 
serves as a committee chairman. Spencer 
is also active in athletics.  He played on 
the SMS 6th grade basketball team last 
year and is finishing up his first year as a 
Cougar football player. Congratulations Spencer, for all of your hard 
work in the classroom and beyond. Continue to be #FCSBold!!!

“All our dreams can come true, if we 
have the courage to pursue them.” 

-Walt Disney

MONDAY

Admin Team Meeting @ 
8:30 AM

SBDM Meeting @ 5:00 PM

HARVEY SHIRTS

We do have a few extra shirts 
available for purchase if you are 
still interested. Contact Mrs. High 
for specific sizes that are available

WEDNESDAY

No Faculty Meeting - Use 
this time for team meetings

Math Benchmark #1 
8th grade = 1st - 3rd Period 
7th Grade = 5th - 7th Period

THURSDAY

On-Demand Benchmark #1 
8th Grade = 1st - 3rd Period

District Aspiring Administra-
tor’s Cohort Meeting

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Reading Benchmark #1 
7th grade = 1st - 3rd Period 
8th Grade = 5th - 7th Period

We have made some necessary adjustments in canvas in 
preparation for the 2nd grading period. To make a long 
story short, we had to set all of the yearlong classes to 
default terms so that classes will continue to show up 
for the remainder of the school year.  In doing so, we 
also set up grading periods for each of the 9 weeks.  
One problem has surfaced with this.  Any assignment 
that you have given students MUST have a due date.  
So, what I need you to do THIS WEEK, is to go into your 
courses in Canvas and set due dates for all your past as-
signments.  To make it easy, you can set all 1st term as-
signments due on October 12th and that will get those 
into the 1stterm.  Assignments that do not have due 
dates WILL NOT be calculated in the grade shown in 
Canvas.  This also means going forward that all assign-
ments will need to have a due date attached.  I apolo-
gize for the inconvenience.  This is one of those things 
that we learn by doing.  Please let me know if you have 
any questions about this.

Benchmark testing will take place Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday of this week. We will email you informa-

Staff Reminders
tion on specific assignments for the administration of the assessment.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye 
on student progress.  Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make 
every effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone 
call. 

The Patriot’s Pen program is open to students in grades 6-8 (on the October 31 deadline), 
who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial school or home study program in the Unit-
ed States and its territories. This VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives students 
an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an annual patriotic theme. The 
national winners will receive at least $500. The first-place national award is currently $5,000 
plus an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the winner and a parent or guardian.
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This week’s staff spotlight is Mrs. Pam McGlone. Pam is a 
graduate of Thomas Moore College and resides in Flemings-
burg with her husband Tony and their daughter Madison. This 
is Pam’s first year at Simons Middle School where she works in 
the Library Media Center. Prior to joining the SMS family, Pam 
was the Director of Marketing and Public Relations for the 
Maysville Community and Technical College System.  Since she 
has joined us Pam has worked diligently to ensure students 
and staff have access to materials and resources.  She recently 
hosted her first Book Fair and organized the Banned Books 
Week activities where students and staff were educated on the 
importance of Banned Books.  You may have even seen some 
pictures of students and staff inside of the BBW jail. Pam’s en-
ergy and enthusiasm has been a wonderful addition to Simons 
Middle School and we appreciate her willingness to help out 
wherever she is needed. Mrs. McGlone is also an active mem-
ber of the Mt. Carmel Christian Church and serves as a volun-
teer coach for the Fleming County Youth Soccer League.
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FRIDAY

Break Day Schedule

Blue Barricudas Reward Trip

EXHIBITION NIGHT

Join us for our first ever Exhibition Night. 
Students will share their learning with 
authentic audiences as we provide them 
with an opportunity to share their story, 
reflect on their growth, and engage in real 
dialogue with others about their learning 
and their futures. 

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

Today, the Walt Disney Company that 
we know can trace its legacy back to 
what could easily have been a sad and 
demoralizing train ride in 1928. With 
this legacy comes responsibility, and 
so leaders at all levels of the company 
continually share this story and its 
important lesson—rather than focus 
on what he had just lost, Walt chose to 
face the circumstance with a positive 
attitude. 

The value of optimism to our daily 
lives should not be underestimated. 
Optimism plays a huge part in the 
formula for student success. According 
to the article I read, there are a whole 
host of benefits to thinking positively 
and embracing optimism. It impacts 
your attitude throughout the day and 
if you want to be your own personal 
best, thinking positive first thing in the 

morning is the way to get there.

Beyond the personal benefits, em-
bracing optimism as a teacher can 
also have a dramatic effect on your 
classroom. Every classroom teacher is 
telling a story about what he or she 
values in the way they behave. When 
we choose to be positive in the face of 
intense adversity, the story tends to be 
widely shared, and often repeated.

Walt Disney’s legacy teaches us all 
that, while there are many qualities of 
great leadership, optimism is certainly 
one that can make a dramatic and 
lasting impact.

Think about it: What role does opti-
mism play in your classroom? How 
can optimism help make you a more 
effective teacher?
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